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108th Congress

Washington, D.C.

April 2003

 Dear Friends:

As I write this letter, our nation is at war with Iraq.  I am saddened by this 

course of action.  I voted against the resolution granting President Bush the 

authority to use military force, and remain committed to that decision.

I stand with our brave men and women in uniform.  My thoughts are with 

them, their families, and those who have loved ones in Iraq and across the 

Middle East.  We can only hope for a quick resolution to this conflict.

For the first time in our nation’s history, we have become the aggressor.  We 

have declared war on the presumption that Iraq will harm our interests 

when the vast majority of countries have pushed for a diplomatic solution. 

Despite claims by the Administration, there was no imperative reason for 

the attack on Iraq. Numerous other countries pose a threat to us similar 

to Iraq.  For example, North Korea has nuclear weapons and Iran is in the 

process of developing nuclear capabilities.  Yet, with both North Korea and 

Iran,  we are pursuing diplomatic resolution of our concerns.  

So why have we proceeded with war on Iraq now?  I cannot find a rea-

son that warrants the loss of life to our brave soldiers and innocent civil-

ians abroad. I’ve heard from many of you who share my sentiments.  The 

United States has a responsibility to work with other nations to solve in-

ternational conflicts peacefully through sustained diplomatic efforts.  I will 

continue to stand for this important principle.  

We must ensure that this war does not eliminate work on important pri-

orities here at home.  Keeping our country safe and strong requires more 

than just increases in military spending.  We must address domestic priori-

ties such as increasing funding for education, adding a prescription drug 

benefit to Medicare, providing health insurance to those without it, and 

helping those who have become unemployed due to the downturn in our 

economy.  It is vital that we maintain our commitment to these priorities.

During these uncertain times, there are many issues to consider.  I hope 

you’ll join me for discussion at my upcoming Town Meetings on Saturday, 

April 26, 2003.  The times and locations are listed on the back of this news-

letter. I’d like to share with you what I know and hear your views.
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Stark Bill Guarantees Health Care 
for All Our Children
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More than nine million children in our country have no health insurance. This includes 
one out of every seven children in California and potentially 35,000 children here in Alam-
eda County alone.  As our economic downturn continues, these numbers are sure to get 
worse. 

The number of uninsured children is more than a statistic.  It reflects the harsh reality expe-
rienced by many families—80% of whom are working families—who are forced to delay or 
do without needed medical care for their beloved children. Compared to those with health 
insurance, uninsured children have poorer health; they miss more school and have lower 
educational achievement; and they are less successful as adults in the workforce. This is 
clearly not the future any parent wants for his or her child. 

In response to the fact that our present system is not working to provide all our children 
the health care they need and deserve, Sen. Jay Rockefeller and I recently introduced the 
MediKids Health Insurance Act.  Our bill provides a real solution to the growing problem 
of children without health insurance. 

The MediKids Health Insurance Act guarantees access to health insurance coverage for all 
children in the nation.  Our bill enrolls every child upon birth into MediKids, a new federal 
health insurance program modeled on 
Medicare, but tailored to meet the med-
ical needs of children. Those children 
with access to private insurance, Med-
icaid, or other state programs are able 
to remain in these programs. However, 
if they lack access to other forms of cov-
erage, Medikids would be available as 
a true safety net to cover the health care 
needs of each and every child.

We would cover the benefits children 
need at a price parents can afford.  Fam-
ilies with low incomes would pay no 
premiums or cost-sharing.  Those with 
higher incomes would pay a premium 
of 25% of the value of the plan each year 
as part of their tax returns.  The federal government would have to pay part of these costs 
too, but it is much cheaper to pay to keep all children insured than it is to cover the costly 
consequences of going without.

There are currently programs financed through a partnership of state and federal funds 
to help provide health coverage for children in low-income families. In our area, these are 
the Medi-Cal and Healthy Families programs. These programs provide access to afford-
able health care to children with a family income of up to $38,150 for a family of 3 (250% 
of the federal poverty level). Contact the Alameda County Social Services Agency at (510) 
777-2300 to obtain further information about these programs.

Unfortunately, programs like Medi-Cal and Healthy Families do not effectively assure 
access to health care for all children.  There are many reasons for this.  Right now a major 
roadblock for these programs in California is our state’s massive budget deficit.  That re-
ality is going to limit funds available for these and other vital programs.  Other problems 
include lack of awareness of these programs, difficult eligibility criteria, family incomes 
moving in and out of eligibility levels, moving across state lines where plans differ, and 
often difficult re-certification procedures.  

No child should ever be forced to go without health care.  Our nation can afford to make that 
a reality.  MediKids has been endorsed by many advocates for children’s health including:  
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Children’s Defense Fund, the American Nurses 
Association, the National Association of Community Health Centers and the National As-
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Stark Opposes the Administration's 
Budget

Stark Standing Up with Local Communities to Pro-
tect Freedom and Tolerance

Continued on page 4.

Our nation is facing many 
challenges. Our President has 
engaged us in a war with Iraq 
that—on top of the terrible hu-
man costs of war—will cost un-
told billions of dollars.  The $5.6 
trillion budget surplus projected 
less than two years ago has been 
obliterated. As the baby boom 
generation ages, we will have 
millions of new Medicare and 
Social Security enrollees.  

These are daunting challenges, 
yet what is the single biggest 
priority in the Administration’s 
budget?  Tax breaks for those with 
upper incomes.  More than $1.4 
trillion in tax cuts (75% of which 
go to taxpayers earning more 
than $100,000) are included in the 
Administration’s budget.  Every 
dollar in tax cuts is another dol-
lar added to the budget deficit—a 
debt our children will be forced 
to pay.

I voted against this budget which 
passed the House of Represent-
atives by the slim margin of 215-
212.  A budget is a statement of 
priorities.  From my estimation, 
this one gets it all wrong.

If enacted, this budget lays the 
groundwork for the President’s 
plan to privatize Medicare and 

I commend Union City for be-
ing the first community in the 
13th Congressional District to 
pass a resolution condemning 
the Patriot Act and its abuse of 
civil liberties.  In doing so, Union 
City has taken an important stand 
against this misguided law that 
threatens to tear the fabric of our 
society by creating a culture of 
suspicion.   Many other cities in 
our community have taken simi-
lar, important steps condemning 
racism and intolerance and they 
are to be commended as well.

In the wake of September 11th, 
the Bush Administration pushed 

through Congress the hastily 
crafted Patriot Act, which I op-
posed.  The law includes a score 
of Constitutional abuses.  The 
Justice Department has used its 
expanded “antiterrorism” pow-
ers under the act to monitor Arabs 
and Muslims in the United States.  
This has included enlisting the 
help of local law enforcement to 
conduct interviews of Arab and 
Muslim Americans and requir-
ing others from various nations 
in the Middle East to register and 
continually report their status to 
the government.  The Patriot Act 
even allows the FBI to freely en-
gage in surveillance of religious 

and political groups in the United 
States—including enlisting the 
help of local authorities to track 
what certain people are reading 
at libraries.

This singling out of an entire 
community is dangerously remi-
niscent of the way the government 
dealt with Japanese Americans 
during World War II.  One Repub-
lican congressman even recently 
suggested that it might be a good 
idea to place Arab Americans in 
internment camps for their own 
protection. This type of intoler-
ance is wrong and has no place 

end its guarantee of affordable 
health care for our nation’s se-
niors and people with disabili-
ties.  The promise of a meaningful 
prescription drug benefit remains 
little more than that – an empty 
promise without the dedication 
of funds necessary to get the job 
done.

The budget guts federal spend-
ing for Medicaid and other vital 
health care safety net programs 
for low-income families, people 
with disabilities, and the el-

derly. 

It fails President Bush’s rhetoric 
to “leave no child behind” by 
under-funding education so that 
millions of children will be forced 
to stay behind.

This budget does nothing to help 
those who have lost their jobs due 
to the weakening economy, such 
as an extension of unemployment 
benefits.  There is also nothing 
provided to improve access to 
health care for the more than 41 
million Americans without health 
insurance.
 
The President has presented a 
budget to Congress that ignores 
pressing needs here at home, 
turns a blind eye to the tremen-
dous costs that will be posed by 
the war with Iraq, and asks for 
sacrifice only from those who can 
least afford it.  Never before in 
our history has an administration 
pushed for increased tax breaks 
in  a time of war and it shouldn’t 
be happening now.  

The Administration’s budget 
guarantees huge deficits for de-
cades to come and unprecedented 
cuts to domestic priorities as the 
President irresponsibly insists we 
can have it all.  I’ll continue my 
work see to it that we invest in 
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TIME VALUE

This mailing was prepared, published, and mailed at taxpayer 

Congressman Pete Stark
39300 Civic Center Dr., #220
Fremont, CA  94538

Please
come!

Saturday
April 26, 2003

HAYWARD 

FREMONT
9:00 - 10:00 am
Fremont Senior Center 
Wing A
40086 Paseo Padre Pkwy.

Doors open 10 minutes before meetings start.

10:30 - 11:30 am
City Hall
City Council Chambers
777 B Street

SAN LEANDRO
Noon - 1:00 pm
San Leandro Library
Estudillo Room
300 Estudillo Ave.

ALAMEDA
1:30 - 2:30 pm
City Hall
City Council Chambers
2263 Santa Clara Ave.

PETE'S  
TOWN 
MEETINGS

Protecting Freedom and Tolerance, continued from page 3.

in our democratic society.  It 
threatens the bonds we share as 
Americans by unjustly placing 
one group of Americans under 
suspicion, wrongly making 
them vulnerable to reprisal and 
distrust because of their ethnicity, 
culture or religion.

These uncertain times must not 
give rise to this type of racial 
profiling and the blatant abuse of 
our civil liberties under the guise 
of anti-terrorism.  Yet, now there 
is word that the Bush Adminis-
tration plans to have legislation 
introduced to further expand 
unchecked government powers 
granted under the Patriot Act.  In 
February, the Justice Department 
leaked a draft of a bill dubbed 
“Patriot Act II.”  This legislation 
would seriously undermine even 
more basic Constitutional protec-
tions.  I will strongly oppose it!

The Patriot Act II would allow 
the government to withhold the 
release of information on those 
Americans detained on the sus-

picion of terrorism.  It would al-
low American citizens to be de-
ported and have their citizenship 
revoked if they are believed— not 
proven—to have supported a 
terrorist group.  It would even 
place the burden of proof on 
so called terror 
suspects to prove 
why they should 
be released from 
jail, rather than 
requiring prose-
cutors to prove 
their guilt.

Given the Justice 
Department’s 
systematic ef-
fort to single out 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
they believe con-
tain “elements” 
who threaten the 
United States, 
these proposed new powers are 
especially troubling.  In an area as 
diverse as the East Bay, it is very 
clear that this new law could also 
have a detrimental impact here at 

home.  This is why it is extremely 
important that Union City has de-
nounced the Patriot Act and the 
resulting threat to our diversity 
and racial tolerance.

I will work hard 
to continue to op-
pose these gross 
abuses of every 
American’s Con-
stitutional rights 
as I did in op-
posing the orig-
inal Patriot Act.  
In the 21st century, 
we should not still 
have to argue that 
every citizen and 
every community 
has a right to live 
free of unwar-
ranted govern-
ment intrusion.


